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Abstract 

This is a research on: Regularity (sometimes referred as regular succession) and irregularity 

(anomaly) as seen by Abul Barakat Al-Anbari in his book: “Al’insaf fi Masa’ilil -Khilaf”. 

This research aims at elucidating the principles governing Regularity and Irregularity (of 

Arabic words usage) in Abul Barakat’s Al’Insaf, and explains applications of different forms 

of Regularity and Irregularity in it and the effect of all this in his  preferences. And this is 

more or less an answer to the questions raised by the problem of the study.  These answers are 

manifested in: keeping off analogy by both Basra’s and Kufa’s Grammarians and mixture of 

keeping aside Regularity and Irregularity in Arabic Grammar by the contemporary scholars of 

Arabic Grammar.  Based on this, this study tends to follow descriptive and analytical methods 

for their suitability for the nature of this research. And it is based on this that the study comes 

out with some findings the most important of which are:-Explaining the general concept 

which has relation with Regularity and Irregularity that is difficult to understand.-That the 

rule governing Regularity and Irregularity for Basrah’s Grammarians depends on the quantity, 

the type and usage frequency of the linguistic concept and its eloquent features, while the 

Grammarians of Kufa don’t consider this as a rule that governs Regularity and Irregularity.-

That Regularity and Irregularity are the source of preference for contemporary Arabic  
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